90.   "THANK WU, MR. BOURKE"

Sir Richard Solomon gave Mr. Bourke the following information
regarding his enquiry1 as to the regulation of Indian travellers on the
railways in India:

I have no personal knowledge of the arrangements for regulating European
and native passenger traffic on railways in India.   I sent a copy of the hon.
member's question to the Commissioner of Railways, who has informed rne by
letter that the practice on Indian railways is that a native can go into any com-
partment he wishes, if he pays his fare; that ladies' compartments are provided
in every train, but that, if a white man wishes to travel with his wife and be sure
of having no natives in his compartment, he must engage a whole compartment.
The information is exactly as we anticipated, and although we sympathise
with Mr. Bourke that he has not got what he wanted,  the  honourable
member  is to   be thanked for his  pains, and let us hope that he will
abide by the answer given. He threw down the challenge. The answer he
anticipated was that there were distinctions made on the railways in India,
and that, therefore, such distinctions could very legitimately be made in
the Transvaal also. The converse should also hold good, and since no dis-
tinctions are made in India, it follows that they could not be  made for
British Indians in the Transvaal. Mr. Bourke is a gentleman; although
he is afflicted with colour prejudice, he will not, therefore, recede from
the position he has deliberately taken up.
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91.   THE BLOEMFONTEIN DISASTER
South Africa is indeed a place of surprises and disasters as it has also
been described as a grave of reputations. During the last ten years troubles
have come thick upon it. The Begbie explosion, the Glencoe Junction
Railway disaster just on the eve of the Jameson raid, and the latest in the
shape of a cloud-burst in Bloemfontein shew amid what uncertainty
people are living in South Africa. Five minutes before the people standing
on the balcony of the Royal Hotel in Bloemfontein were engulfed, probably
they thought they were enjoying a splendid sight, when the waters came
rushing, and alas, at the end of five minutes, the whole of the substantial
structure came tumbling down, leaving only one or two to tell the sorrow-
ful talc. That in these times of depression nearly half of Bloemfontein has
been washed away, nearly four hundred people left homeless, and over
sixty people buried under the waters altogether, is a pinch very hard to
bear, and the sympathy that has gone out to the ill-fated place from ail
parts of South Africa is the only relieving feature of the desolate spectacle.
l Vide "A Request to Mr. Bourke", 14-14904.